CHAPTER     II
THE EFFECTS OF THE WORLD WAR
(AUGUST 1914 TO MARCH 1917)
IT is not our aim in this and the immediately following chapters
to deal at length with developments and happenings within the
frontiers of Russia between the dates of the outbreak of the world
war and the final withdrawal of the last foreign troops from Soviet
territory in October 1922. This has been treated of in considerable
detail in our Armed Intervention in Russia^ published by Messrs.
Victor Gollancz, Ltd.
The sequence of events both in Russia and on the various
fronts from the date, August i, 1914, when Germany declared
war on Russia, up to the date of the Tsar's abdication, March 15,
1917, were an eloquent testimony to the economic backwardness of
Russia, the hopeless incapacity and despicable venality of the auto-
cracy, and the marvellous insight and iron determination of Lenin.
Neither Russia as a country nor the Tsarist Army, despite all
the French and British loans, were in a condition to face such a
formidable opponent as Germany. The country was seething with
unrest, and the Government was incapable of any radical attempt
to remove the causes of the serious discontent. It knew only one
weapon, and one that always fails in the long run, i.e. suppression.
Sir George Buchanan, British Ambassador to Tsarist Russia,
wrote: "He (Stolypin, then Prime Minister) relied too much
on the police and suppressed any manifestation of discontent
without attempting to remove the causes which had given rise
to it."1 Later he added: "Discontent became so general and so
acute, strikes succeeded each other in such rapid succession and
assumed such dangerous proportions that it was hardly surprising
that the German Ambassador should have predicted that the
declaration of war would start the revolution."2
1 My Mission to Russia.
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